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of appreciation. I trust I am right in this reconstruction. I know I am upon the two points of suffrage and confiscation.
I have written a letter to the meeting at Faneuil Hall, as I cannot be present, counseling our people not to put themselves in opposition to the Government upon this question, at least, not yet.
His Excellency the other day at our place was irritable, petulant, and cross to a degree. I hope such frame of mind is not virtute officii, as if so, I shall change my vote next Autumn. Most truly yours, [BENJ. F. BUTLER]
From W. P. Webster to General Butler
NOHFOLK, June 22nd, 1866
DEAB GENERAL: A short time after you left this department, and Major Weymouth had joined his regiment in the west, I was informed that Gen. Grant had sent an order for the arrest of Weymouth and every one connected with his office. The only person left here was his clerk, David L. Eicker. I was told that he was taken to the old Capitol in irons a fortnight ago. I met Bicker in Norfolk. He told me that he had been confined more than three months in the old Capitol as a witness against Weymouth, that they had not been able to find anything against Weymouth, and he himself had just been released from the old Capitol as a witness, and had been paid his $8 per day as his witness fees. To-day I was in Portsmouth, and was told that this same Bicker was in a dying state. I went to see him, and the physicians say that he has erysipelas of the head which has reached his brain, and that he cannot live 12 hours. Bicker is a Mason, and that order are attending him. They say that he has $850 in money which they have taken care of, and they will take charge of him. Bicker is from Lowell. I think his mother lives on Hamilton Corporation, Weymouth's mother and sister (a school teacher) live on Prescott Corporation, and know the family. I think Mr. Field better see the family, and have some one of them come on and see to him or his effects. The doctors say his confinement in old Capitol has caused his sickness.
Gen. Gordon left for Boston on Tuesday last. He made great arrangements for a grand reception the evening before ne left. He set out a table of wines and refreshments to profusion, had the band playing all the evening, invited every one, and yet there were not ten persons present except officers